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SUMMARY
Wardell Armstrong Archaeology was invited by Mark Graham, on behalf of Grampus
Heritage and Training Ltd, to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land to the west
of Papcastle, Cockermouth, Cumbria (centered on NGR NY 10032 31708). The project is
part of a three year research programme funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF),
which was commissioned following significant discoveries during work undertaken by
Grampus Heritage and North Pennines Archaeology Ltd during 2010 and 2011.
The previous work undertaken in 2010 revealed significant Romano‐British features on
land to the south of the River Derwent, adjacent to Low Road, although flood damage had
destroyed significant amounts of the archaeological record, with some areas of the field
having been reduced by over 1m due to flood wash. The majority of the surviving features
dated to a period of intensive occupation extending from the early 2nd century through to
the late 3rd century, with some level of occupation extending into the 4th century.
The site contained what appeared to be a major civilian settlement, with possible military
elements related to the fort of Derventio and its already extensive civilian settlement
situated approximately 400m to the north of the site. The make‐up of the settlement was
very mixed including typical civilian (vici) timber buildings located within small
enclosures with signs of small‐scale industrial activity and more extensive structures with
substantial stone foundations with possible military connections. The most spectacular of
these buildings was undoubtedly the water mill and its associated mill race, which is one
of the most complete examples as yet recorded in Britain. Other features of note were a
possible early marching camp and an intriguing circular feature measuring approximately
60m in diameter, the function of which still requires explanation. This site taken as a whole
and combined with what was already known about Papcastle would make it one of the
largest settlements on the wall giving it an approximate area of 23 hectares.
Further work was undertaken by Grampus Heritage and North Pennines Archaeology Ltd
on land adjacent to Sibby Brow, Papcastle during 2011 as part of a project development
phase of a much larger Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) funded project. This work revealed a
possible late 1st century mansio and extensive associated vicus occupation on the north
bank of the River Derwent. Following the results of this work, a much larger excavation of
this area was undertaken by Grampus Heritage and Wardell Armstrong Archaeology,
which was the first phase of the present three year research programme.
The Following excavation undertaken during 2012 revealed significant multi‐phase
occupation of the site during the Roman period which appears to have extended over
some 200 years, from the late 1st century to the 3rd century AD. The earliest phases of the
site were comprised of simple levelling deposits, drainage ditches and pits. This was
followed by the construction of two substantial buildings, which have been interpreted as
a mansio and an early bath house, the latter containing a well‐preserved under‐floor
heating system and flue. Following this, there appears to have been a change in emphasis
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on the site as two further substantial buildings were constructed, one of which was on a
different alignment to the preceding structures. However, both of these structures
probably served a similar function to the earlier bath house as each contained its own
under‐floor heating system and associated flue, representing a second bath house complex
on the site with one of the structures probably containing a cauldarium and adjoining
tepidarium and the other comprising a circular laconium. Both of these structures were
extremely well preserved with some walls surviving to over 1 meter in height, the most
spectacular of which was an internal dividing wall containing three complete arches. These
structures appear to have been modified shortly after their construction with the addition
of two probable changing rooms, one of which retained a substantial sandstone floor
surface.
This was followed by a further significant programme of construction work which
included a substantial compound and ancillary buildings, as well as the modification of
the first bath house. However, there was a decline in building techniques during this phase
which possibly signifies the general decline of the site as a whole during this time. The
probable early mansio building had also gone out of use by this time. The two final phases
identified during the investigation witnessed the further decline of the site, with the
construction of crude walls and ephemeral wooden structures, some of which had re‐used
existing buildings whilst other buildings were completely disregarded.
The second phase of the current three year research programme was undertaken during
2013 and was located on land to the east and south of The Mount. The investigation
focused upon the remains of the Papcastle to Carlisle Roman road and associated roadside
activity, immediately to the east of the main settlement. The investigation revealed
evidence of activity beginning in the late 1st century AD, which included the construction
of the road and several cut features as well as possible occupation layers. This appears to
have been followed by the construction of several substantial roadside buildings and
enclosures, beginning in the 2nd century and continuing well into the 3rd century. However,
the site appears to have been in decline during the late 3rd century and was largely
abandoned after the early 4th century.
The present investigation was located on land to the west of Papcastle village and was
undertaken over six days, between the 12th May and the 17th May 2014. The archaeological
evaluation followed a geophysical survey of the area which revealed a square ditched
enclosure measuring c.1600m2 with a small circular feature, which measured c.6.5m in
diameter and probably represented an internal structure. The evaluation comprised the
excavation of three targeted trenches and revealed the south and east ditches of the
enclosure, as well as the northern entrance into the enclosure which was formed by two
ditch termini. The small circular feature within the enclosure was also investigated during
the evaluation and was found to be comprised of a circular ditch filled with stone, which
may have once formed packing for wooden structural supports. No floor surfaces survived
within the potential circular structure however, although it is likely to have been utilised
as a domestic area. It is probable that other potential structures were located within the
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enclosure as an additional geophysical survey undertaken during the evaluation revealed
a further circular feature of similar dimensions located approximately 10m northwest of
the structure under investigation. Although this second circular feature was not
investigated, it probably served a similar function as the structure revealed during the
evaluation.
Dating evidence retrieved from deposits within the enclosure ditches has indicated that the
area was in use during the 3rd century AD, although the enclosure itself may have been
established prior to this. Furthermore, the dating of the enclosure to the third century has
pushed the occupation of Roman Papcastle much further west than previously thought.
It is now clear that the settlement at Papcastle was a significant centre during the late 1st
and early 2nd century AD, probably as significant as both Carlisle and Corbridge. However,
there does appear to have been a general decline following the Hadrianic period and
although investigations within various parts of the settlement have revealed evidence for a
period of prosperity during the Severan period, it is likely that the settlement was in
decline during the later 3rd century until the area was largely abandoned during the
early/mid‐4th century AD when occupation appears to have contracted towards the fort
itself.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PROJECT

1.1.1

Wardell Armstrong Archaeology was invited by Mark Graham, on behalf of
Grampus Heritage and Training Ltd, to undertake an archaeological evaluation
on land to the west of Papcastle, Cockermouth, Cumbria (centered on NGR NY
10032 31708; Figure 1). The project is part of a three year research programme
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), which was commissioned
following significant discoveries during work undertaken by Grampus Heritage
and North Pennines Archaeology Ltd during 2010 and 2011.

1.1.2

The archaeological work comprised the excavation of three trenches, which
were located based on the results of a preceding geophysical survey (Figure 2).
Topsoil and subsoil were excavated by mechanical excavator to the first
archaeological horizon. The investigation area was subsequently cleaned by
hand and investigated and recorded fully. All work was undertaken in
accordance with the project brief (Graham 2012) and project design (Giecco
2012).

1.1.3

This report outlines the results of archaeological work and the subsequent
programme of post‐fieldwork analysis undertaken during this phase of the three
year research project.
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2 METHODOLOGY

2.1

PROJECT DESIGN

2.1.1

A project design was submitted by Wardell Armstrong Archaeology in response
to a request by Mark Graham, on behalf of Grampus Heritage, for
archaeological works during a 3 year research project of the study area (Graham
2012). Following acceptance of the project design, WA Archaeology was
commissioned by the client to undertake the work. WA Archaeology adhered to
the project design in full, and the archaeological work was consistent with the
relevant standards and procedures of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA),
English Heritage Guidelines (English Heritage 2006), and generally accepted
best practice.

2.2

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

2.2.1

The archaeological work comprised the excavation of a three trenches. Topsoil
and subsoil were removed by mechanical excavator to the level of the natural
substrate. The area under investigation was subsequently cleaned by hand,
investigated and recorded fully. Archaeological features were sampled
according to the project brief provided by Grampus Heritage. The recording
strategy included a measured survey and all features were accurately recorded
in both plan and section.

2.2.2

In summary, the main objectives of the archaeological investigation were:

2.2.3



to establish the presence/absence, nature, extent and state of preservation
of archaeological remains and to record these where they were observed;



to establish the character of those features in terms of cuts, soil matrices
and interfaces;



to recover artefactual material, especially that useful for dating purposes;



to recover palaeoenvironmental material where it survived in order to
understand site and landscape formation processes;

All fieldwork was undertaken in accordance with the codes and practices
outlined by the Institute for Archaeologists regarding archaeological
excavations (IfA 2008a).

2.2.4 The fieldwork programme was followed by an assessment of the data as set out
in the Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 2nd Edition, 1991).

FOR THE USE OF GRAMPUS HERITAGE AND TRAINING LTD

‐ 10 ‐

LAND TO THE WEST OF PAPCASTLE VILLAGE, COCKERMOUTH, CUMBRIA: INTERIM REPORT

© WAA JUN‐2014

2.3

THE ARCHIVE

2.3.1

A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the
specification, and in line with current UKIC (1990) and English Heritage
Guidelines (1991) and according to the Archaeological Archives Forum
recommendations (Brown 2007). The archive will be deposited with Senhouse
Museum, Maryport with copies of the report sent to the Cumbria HER at
Kendal, available upon request. The archive can be accessed under the unique
project identifier PRT‐A, CP/10171/14.

2.3.2

Wardell Armstrong Archaeology and Grampus Heritage and Training Ltd,
support the Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS
(OASIS) project. This project aims to provide an on‐line index and access to the
extensive and expanding body of grey literature, created as a result of
developer‐funded archaeological work. As a result, details of the results of this
project will be made available as a part of this national project, under the unique
OASIS identification number wardella2‐XXXXXX.
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3 BACKGROUND

3.1

BACKGROUND

3.1.1

Papcastle lies in an elevated position on the north bank of the river Derwent (see
Figures 1), one mile to the west‐north‐west of Cockermouth (centered on NGR
NY 1134 3136). The modern name appears in 1260 as Pabecastr, a compound of
Old Scandinavian and Old English, meaning ‘the fort inhabited by a hermit’
(www.roman‐britain).

3.1.2

Writing in 1860, Whellan noted that the traces of a Roman station or castrum
could be seen on the summit of the hill at Papcastle (SM No 872). The fort
occupies a strategic position on a hill overlooking a major crossing of the River
Derwent, and is known as Derventio (Whellan 1860). Two inscriptions RIB 882
& 883 from Papcastle record the cuneus Frisionum Aballavensium at the site.

3.1.3

Limited excavations at various stages throughout the twentieth century revealed
two distinct phases of fort building. The earliest fort was found to date to the
first half of the second century, and was replaced in the late second century by a
fort constructed on a slightly different alignment. The extensive alterations were
probably associated with the general re‐organisation of the frontier district
under Severus. However pottery evidence suggests a possible pre‐Hadrianic
presence (Birley 1963). Occupation on the site would therefore run from the
Flavian period through to the end of the fourth century and possibly beyond.

3.1.4

Excavations in 1912 uncovered parts of the north and east ramparts of the later
fort. Further trial trenching located the east gate, which consisted of a partially
blocked double gateway paved with a concrete of lime and gravel laid on larger
stones. Additionally, the north‐east corner of the early fort was located and was
observed to have been constructed from good ashlar and lime masonry
(Collingwood 1913).

3.1.5

Later discoveries associated with the second fort included a layer of blackened
wheat, located outside the east gate during the excavation of a new gas main in
1923 (Birley 1963, 95‐125). Roman coins, pottery, and large stone slabs
measuring 1.67m by 0.45m, found at a depth of 1.82m, were discovered just
outside the south‐east corner of the fort at The Mount (ibid).

3.1.6

Aerial photographs taken by Dr Kenneth St Joseph revealed the north, east, and
west sides of the fort, exhibiting guard chambers positioned around a gate along
the western side. From these photographs Birley suggests an approximate
measurement of 152.4m east‐west by 182.88m north‐south, giving a total area of
nearly 2.83 hectares.
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3.1.7

Excavations carried out by Dorothy Charlesworth in 1961‐2 revealed parts of the
barrack blocks and commandant’s quarters, with evidence for both stone and
timber buildings. Although no floor levels remained in the barrack blocks
numerous items of corroded bronze, some identifiable as scale armour were
identified (Charlesworth 1965). Other finds included a small bronze statuette, a
bronze fibula, and scraps of tent and shoe leather (ibid).

3.1.8

Much of the commandant’s house was heavily robbed, and presumably other
stone buildings within the fort suffered the same fate as the fort fell out of use. It
is thought that much of the stone went into the construction of Cockermouth
Castle, where at least three stone inscriptions relating to the fort have been
found (Birley 1963, 95‐125). It is highly likely that this is true of most of the stone
buildings that would have occupied the fort and associated vicus.

3.1.9

Between February and May 1984, a 16 week excavation was undertaken in
advance of a housing development at the Burroughs, just to the south of the
Fort. Evidence for the south road was recovered together with a sequence of
flanking buildings some of which were monumental in scale (Alan James pers.
comm.).

3.1.10 Excavations by Channel Four’s Time Team in 1998 revealed evidence of a large
vicus spreading southwards to the river Derwent, and eastwards to Derwent
Lodge. The vicus was multi‐phased, containing several monumental buildings in
a settlement based on a planned grid pattern. Geophysical surveys undertaken
by Dr Mark Graham of Grampus Heritage and Training Ltd revealed extensive
settlement on the southern side of the river Derwent and substantial civic
buildings on the northern banks of the Derwent. The size and level of
organisation indicated that Papcastle was a site of some importance in the
Roman period, possibly acting as a regional capital for the west of Cumbria.
3.1.11 Following the devastating floods of 2009, Grampus Heritage and North
Pennines Archaeology Ltd undertook and archaeological evaluation on land at
Broomlands on the south side of the River Derwent. The site contained what
appeared to be a major civilian settlement, with possible military elements
related to the fort of Derventio and its already extensive civilian settlement
situated approximately 400m to the north. The make‐up of the settlement was
very mixed including typical civilian (vici) timber buildings located within small
enclosures with signs of small‐scale industrial activity and more extensive
structures with substantial stone foundations with possible military
connections. The most spectacular of these buildings was undoubtedly the
water mill and its associated mill race, which is one of the most complete
examples as yet recorded in Britain. Other features of note were the possible
early marching camp and an intriguing circular feature measuring
approximately 60m in diameter, the function of which still requires explanation.
This site taken as a whole and combined with what is already known about
FOR THE USE OF GRAMPUS HERITAGE AND TRAINING LTD
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Papcastle would make it one of the largest settlements within the northern
military zone, giving it an approximate area of 23 hectares.
3.1.12 Further work was undertaken by Grampus Heritage and North Pennines
Archaeology Ltd on land adjacent to Sibby Brow, Papcastle during 2011 as part
of a project development phase of a much larger Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF)
funded project. This work revealed a possible late 1st century mansio and
extensive associated vicus occupation on the north bank of the River Derwent.
Following the results of this work, a much larger excavation of this area was
undertaken by Grampus Heritage and Wardell Armstrong Archaeology, which
was the first phase of the present three year research programme.
3.1.13 The excavation revealed significant multi‐phase occupation of the site during
the Roman period which appears to have extended over some 200 years, from
the late 1st century to the 3rd century AD. The earliest phases of the site were
comprised of simple levelling deposits, drainage ditches and pits. This was
followed by the construction of two substantial buildings, which have been
interpreted as a mansio and an early bath house, the latter containing a well‐
preserved under‐floor heating system and flue. Following this, there appears to
have been a change in emphasis on the site as two further substantial buildings
were constructed, one of which was on a different alignment to the preceding
structures. However, both of these structures probably served a similar function
to the earlier bath house as each contained its own under‐floor heating system
and associated flue and probably represents a second bath house on the site,
with one of the structures probably containing a cauldarium and adjoining
tepidarium and the other comprising a circular laconium. Both of these
structures were extremely well preserved with some walls surviving to over 1
meter in height, the most spectacular of which was an internal dividing wall
containing three complete arches. These structures appear to have been
modified shortly after their construction with the addition of two probable
changing rooms, one of which retained a substantial sandstone floor surface.
3.1.14 The next phase saw a further significant programme of construction work which
included a substantial compound and ancillary buildings, as well as the
modification of the first bath house. However, there was a decline in building
techniques during this phase which possibly signifies the general decline of the
site as a whole during this time. The probable early mansio building had also
gone out of use by this phase. The two final phases identified witnessed the
further decline of the site, with the construction of crude walls and ephemeral
wooden structures, some of which had re‐used existing buildings whilst other
buildings were completely disregarded.
3.1.15 The second phase of the current three year research programme was undertaken
during 2013 and was located on land to the east and south of The Mount. The
investigation focused upon the remains of the Papcastle to Carlisle Roman road
FOR THE USE OF GRAMPUS HERITAGE AND TRAINING LTD
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and associated roadside activity, immediately to the east of the main settlement.
The investigation revealed evidence of activity beginning in the late 1st century
AD, which included the construction of the road and several cut features as well
as possible occupation layers. This appears to have been followed by the
construction of several substantial roadside buildings and enclosures, beginning
in the 2nd century and continuing well into the 3rd century. However, the site
appears to have been in decline during the late 3rd century and was largely
abandoned after the early 4th century.
3.1.16 It is now clear that the settlement at Papcastle was a significant centre during
the late 1st and early 2nd century AD, probably as significant as both Carlisle and
Corbridge. However, there does appear to have been a general decline following
the Hadrianic period and although investigations within various parts of the
settlement have revealed evidence for a period of prosperity during the Severan
period, it is likely that the settlement continued to decline throughout the 3rd
century until the area was largely abandoned during the mid‐4th century AD.
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION RESULTS

4.1

INTRODUCTION

4.1.1

The archaeological evaluation was undertaken over six days between 12th May
and the 17th May 2014 and comprised the excavation of three trenches,
specifically targeted to investigate a square ditched enclosure and an internal
circular feature which had been identified during a preceding geophysical
survey (Figure 2).

4.1.2

Topsoil and subsoil were removed by mechanical excavator to the level of the
natural substrate (101), which was comprised of a firm greyish brown silty clay
with inclusion of cobbles and patches of sands and gravels. The areas under
investigation were subsequently cleaned by hand and investigated and recorded
fully. All archaeological horizons were sealed by c.0.2m of mid‐light brown silty
clay subsoil (102) and c.0.2m of mid‐brown silty clay topsoil (100).

4.2

RESULTS

4.2.1

Trench 1: Trench 1 was an L‐shaped trench located at the southern end of the
enclosure and measured c.16m northwest to southeast and c.5.8m northeast to
southwest (Figure 2). Trench 1 had a maximum width of 3.6m and was
excavated to an average depth of 0.35m, revealing the south ditch of the
enclosure and the eastern half of the small circular feature, both of which had
been cut into the natural substrate (101). The northeast to southwest aligned
south ditch [106] of the enclosure measured c.2.2m in width, 0.78m in depth and
retained a gently sloping profile with a flat bottomed slot at its base, which
measured c.0.4m in width. The purpose of the slot at the base of the ditch is
unclear, although it may have acted as a drainage gully in the base of the
feature. The ditch [106] had been filled by a primary deposit of light
orange/brown silty clay (120), which measured 0.28m in depth and a secondary
deposit of firm mid‐reddish brown silty clay (107) frequent large cobble
inclusions, which measured 0.5m in depth (Figure 3, Plate 1).

4.2.2

The circular feature within Trench 1 was located approximately 2.6m northwest
of the enclosure ditch [106] and retained a diameter of c.5.8m. The circular
feature was comprised of a curving ditch cut [114] which measured c.1m in
width, 0.35m in depth and retained a curving profile with a rounded base,
which had been filled by a c.0.15m primary deposit of mid‐brown silty sand
(115) and a c.0.2m secondary fill of light brown silty clay (116). This secondary
fill (116) also retained a large amount of large rounded cobbles throughout its
exposed extent (Figure 3, Plate 2). It is possible that these cobbles acted as
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packing material for timber uprights, suggesting that the circular feature [114]
once formed the foundation for a circular structure comprised of wattle and
daub. Unfortunately, no remains within the interior of the circular feature were
revealed during the investigation and the exact function of the potential
structure remains unclear, although it is most likely to have been utilised for
domestic purposes.
4.2.3

Several further geophysical anomalies were investigated within Trench 1.
However, these anomalies were revealed to have been caused by variations in
the underlying natural substrate.

Plate 1: View southwest of south enclosure ditch [106]; Trench 1

Plate 2: View south‐southwest of circular feature [114]; Trench 1
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Trench 2: Trench 2 was located approximately 15.2m north of Trench 1, in order
to investigate the northern entrance into the enclosure (Figure 2). Trench 2
measured c.14.4m northwest to southeast, c.7.4m northeast to southwest and
was excavated to a maximum width of 3.7m and an average depth of 0.5m. The
northeast to southwest section of the trench revealed the ditch termini cut into
the natural substrate (101), which were slightly offset to each other and
separated by a distance of c.2.5m (Plate 3). Although the entrance between the
two termini only revealed natural silty clay and cobbles (101), this area was
much more compacted than the surrounding natural substrate indicating that it
had been heavily trampled over an extended period of time.

Plate 3: View Northwest of ditch termini; Trench 2
4.2.5

The exposed section of the western terminus [108] measured over 2.5m in
length, 1.9m in width and had a maximum depth of 0.57m. The terminus
retained a profile which varied from gently sloping to the north and steeply
sloping to the south, with a flat bottomed slot at its base (Plate 4). The ditch
terminus [108] contained a primary fill of mid‐orange/brown silty clay (124),
which measured c.0.1m in depth and was sealed by a c.0.15m secondary deposit
of mid‐brown silty clay (121). This secondary deposit was further below a
tertiary fill of mid‐reddish brown silty clay (109), which measured c.0.35m in
depth and contained a substantial quantity of large rounded stones and
boulders (117) (Figure 4). The exposed section of the eastern terminus [110]
measured over 3.2m in length, 1.6m in width and had a maximum depth of
0.58m. The ditch terminus retained a steeply sloping profile with a flat base
(Plate 5), which had been filled by a c.0.3m primary fill of mid‐reddish brown
sandy clay (119). This had been sealed by a secondary deposit of mid‐light
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brown silty clay (111), which measured c.0.25m in depth and retained large
rounded stones and boulders (118) (Figure 4).

Plate 4: View southwest of western ditch termini [108] after excavation

Plate 5: View northeast of eastern ditch termini [110] after excavation
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4.2.6

It is possible that Trench 2 revealed further features to the south of the western
ditch terminus [108]. These included a linear alignment of small sand‐filled
hollows, which may have represented a group of stakeholes located c.0.8m
south of the terminus and a potential northeast to southwest aligned linear
feature located approximately 2.5m further south (Figure 4). However, these
features were difficult to define and they could have simply represented
variations within the natural substrate as it was very mixed throughout the area.

4.2.7

Trench 3: Trench 3 was located approximately 6m southeast of Trench 2, in
order to investigate the eastern boundary ditch of the enclosure (Figure 2). The
northeast to southwest aligned trench measured 16.2m in length with a
maximum width of 1.8m and an average depth of 0.5m. The central section of
Trench 3 revealed the northwest to southeast aligned eastern boundary ditch
[112], which truncated the natural substrate (101) and measured over 1.8m in
length, 1.6m in width and had a maximum depth of 0.6m. The ditch [112]
retained a flat based profile with edges that varied between gently sloping to
steeply sloping. The base of the western edge of the ditch retained a bank of
compact mid‐orange brown silty clay (123), which measured c.0.4m in width
and c.0.1m in depth. The clay bank (123) had been sealed by a primary deposit
of greyish brown sandy clay (122), which measured c.0.3m in depth. This was
further below a secondary deposit of mid‐orange/brown silty clay (113), which
retained a maximum depth of 0.5m (Figure 5).

Plate 6: Southeast facing section of eastern ditch [112]; Trench 3
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It is possible that Trench 3 revealed a further northwest to southeast linear
feature which was located outside the enclosure, approximately 2.6m east of the
boundary ditch [112] (Figure 5). However, this potential feature was very
shallow and may have simply represented a soil‐filled hollow within the natural
substrate (101).
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5 FINDS

5.1

INTRODUCTION

5.1.1

A total of 73 artefacts, weighing 846g, were recovered from nine contexts during
an archaeological evaluation on land to the west of Papcastle village,
Cockermouth, Cumbria.

5.1.2

All finds were dealt with according to the recommendations made by
Watkinson & Neal (1998) and to the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) Standard
& Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of
archaeological materials (2008b). All artefacts have been boxed according to
material type and conforming to the deposition guidelines recommended by the
Senhouse Museum.

5.1.3

The material archive has been assessed for its local, regional and national
potential and further work has been recommended on the potential for the
material archive to contribute to the relevant research frameworks.

5.1.4

The finds assessment was compiled by Megan Stoakley with contributions from
Louise Hird.

5.1.5

Quantification of finds by context is visible in Table 1.

Contex
t

Tr No

Material

Qty

Wgt (g)

Date

Notes

119

2b

CBM

1

24

RB

Miscellaneous fragment ‐ abraded

Glass

1

11

RB

Blue‐green

u/s
103

1a

Glass

1

3

RB

Miscellaneous fragment ‐ abraded

111

2b

Glass

1

7

RB

Miscellaneous opaque fragment

103

Pottery

1

13

RB

107

Pottery

1

2

RB

109

Pottery

2

6

RB

111

Pottery

8

106

RB

119

Pottery

52

540

RB

120

Pottery

1

2

RB

121

Pottery

2

127

RB

124

Pottery

2

5

RB

Table 1: Quantification of Finds by Context
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5.2

ROMAN POTTERY (LOUISE HIRD)

5.2.1

This small assemblage of Roman pottery was made up of a total of 69 sherds,
weighing 801 grams (Table 2). The pottery appears to date to the third century,
probably the early part of that century. Context (119) produced fairly large
numbers of sherds belonging to two BB1 vessels a jar and a dish both dated to
the early third century – Gillam 1976 6 and Gillam 1976 72. There was one sherd
of Severn valley ware also from context (119). Severn valley ware would seem
to occur in third century contexts in this area. Of the three mortarium sherds
present two are Carlisle/Wilderspool products, one is a ‘raetian’ type with red
slip, dating to the later second century and the other sherd is of a Mancetter‐
Hartshill vessel most likely to be of third century date. The eight samian sherds
present are very abraded and are probably residual in their contexts.

Context

Fabric

No
sherds

Weight (g)

Comments

103

SAM

1

13

C2/3 Large bowl ‐ Drag 37?

107

SAM

1

2

Flake

109

SAM

1

4

109

SAM

1

2

decorated

111

SAM

2

25

Abraded

111

CO RE

3

12

111

CO RE
DOR
BB1
CO
OX RS

1

21

Narrow‐necked jar

1

6

1

42

C2?
Raetian mortarium ‐ type B? Wilderspool or Carlisle
Hartley JRPS 15

2

19

1

10

C3? SV ware

32

197

EC3 GAJ 6 ‐ sooted

119

CO RE
SVW
OX2
DOR
BB1
DOR
BB1

16

312

EC3 GAJ 72 ‐ sooted, abraded

119

SAM

1

2

Edge of rim

120

SAM
MAH
WH
CO
OX
DOR
BB1
Total
s

1

2

Flake

1

75

C2/3 Mancetter‐Hartshill mort

1

52

C2? Local? Wilderspool? Carlisle?

2

5

C2‐4

69

801

111
111
119
119
119

121
121
124

Table 2: Quantification of Roman pottery by context and fabric
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FABRICS
CO RE – Unidentified grey ware
CO OX ‐ Unidentified oxidised ware
CO OX RS – Oxidised ware with red slip (raetian)
DOR BB1 – Dorset Black‐burnished ware 1
MAH WH – Mancetter‐Hartshill white ware
SAM – samian
SVW OX2 – Severn Valley ware of unknown origin

5.3

CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL

5.3.1

A single fragment of ceramic building material, weighing 24g, was recovered
from context (119) (Table 1). The artefact is heavily worn and exhibits signs of
abrasion and post‐depositional damage.

5.3.2

The fabric comprises a mid to light orange, sand‐tempered, soft clay matrix.
There are no discernible features or decoration on the fragment.

5.3.3

The artefact comprises a miscellaneous fragment, most likely of Roman date.

5.4

GLASS

5.4.1

A total of three fragments of glass, weighing 21g, were recovered from three
deposits (Table 1). The artefacts are in moderate condition and exhibit some
evidence of abrasion and post‐depositional damage.

5.4.2

The artefacts comprise green and blue‐green glass fragments. The artefacts have
no decoration or diagnostic features visible and as such, have been classed as
miscellaneous fragments. They are of likely Roman date.

5.5

SMALL FINDS

5.5.1

A total of two small finds, weighing 10g, were recovered from unstratified
deposits (Table 3).

SF No

Context

Material

Qty

Wgt (g)

Date

Notes

1

u/s

Copper Alloy

1

7

PM‐Mod

Very abraded & worn coin

2

u/s

Lead

1

3

RB

Seal

Table 3: Quantification of Small Finds

5.5.2 Small Find 1 comprises a heavily worn copper alloy coin. Three feathers are
visible on the reverse. The coin is likely of post‐medieval to modern date.
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Small Find 2 comprises a small lead seal of likely Roman date
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6 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSES

6.1

INTRODUCTION

6.1.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
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7 CONCLUSIONS

7.1

CONCLUSIONS

7.1.1

The present investigation was located on land to the west of Papcastle village
and was undertaken over six days, between the 12th May and the 17th May 2014
as part of a three year research programme funded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF). The archaeological evaluation followed a geophysical survey of the
area which revealed a square ditched enclosure measuring c.1600m2 with a
small circular feature, which measured c.6.5m in diameter and probably
represented an internal structure.

7.1.2

The evaluation comprised the excavation of three targeted trenches and
revealed the south and east ditches of the enclosure, as well as the northern
entrance into the enclosure which was formed by two ditch termini. The small
circular feature within the enclosure was also investigated during the evaluation
and was found to be comprised of a circular ditch filled with stone, which may
have once formed packing for wooden structural supports. No floor surfaces
survived within the potential circular structure however, although it is likely to
have been utilised as a domestic area. It is probable that other potential
structures were located within the enclosure as an additional geophysical
survey undertaken during the evaluation revealed a further circular feature of
similar dimensions located approximately 10m northwest of the structure under
investigation. Although this second circular feature was not investigated, it
probably served a similar function as the structure revealed during the
evaluation.

7.1.3

Dating evidence retrieved from deposits within the enclosure ditches has
indicated that the area was in use during the 3rd century AD, although the
enclosure itself may have been established prior to this. Furthermore, the dating
of the enclosure to the third century has pushed the occupation of Roman
Papcastle much further west than previously thought.

7.1.4

It is now clear that the settlement at Papcastle was a significant centre during
the late 1st and early 2nd century AD, probably as significant as both Carlisle and
Corbridge. However, there does appear to have been a general decline following
the Hadrianic period and although investigations within various parts of the
settlement have revealed evidence for a period of prosperity during the Severan
period, it is likely that the settlement was in decline during the later 3rd century
until the area was largely abandoned during the early/mid‐4th century AD.
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT TABLE

Context

Type

Description

Co‐ords.

Above

Below

100

Deposit

Topsoil

All

102

/

101

Geological

Natural Substrate

All

/

Arch.

102

Deposit

Subsoil

All

103/104/105

100

103

Deposit

General Cleaning Layer

Tr. 1

Arch.

102

104

Deposit

General Cleaning Layer

Tr. 2

Arch.

102

105

Deposit

General Cleaning Layer

Tr. 3

Arch.

102

106

Cut

Southern Enclosure Ditch

Tr. 1

101

120

107

Fill

Secondary Fill of Ditch [106]

Tr. 1

120

103

108

Cut

West Ditch Terminus

Tr. 2

101

124

109

Fill

Tertiary Fill of Terminus [108]

Tr. 2

121

104

110

Cut

East Ditch Terminus

Tr. 2

101

119

111

Fill

Secondary Fill of Terminus [110]

Tr. 2

119

104

112

Cut

Eastern Enclosure Ditch

Tr. 3

101

123

113

Fill

Secondary Fill of Ditch [112]

Tr. 3

122

105

114

Cut

Ditch of Circular Feature

Tr. 1

101

115

115

Fill

Primary Fill of Ditch [114]

Tr. 1

114

116

116

Fill

Secondary Fill of Ditch [114]

Tr. 1

115

103

117

Deposit

Large Stones within Terminus [108]

Tr. 2

121

104

118

Deposit

Large Stones within Terminus [110]

Tr. 2

119

104

119

Fill

Primary Fill of Terminus [110]

Tr. 2

110

111/118

120

Fill

Primary Fill of Ditch [106]

Tr. 1

106

107

121

Fill

Secondary Fill of Terminus [108]

Tr. 2

124

109/117

122

Fill

Primary Fill of Ditch [112]

Tr. 3

123

113

123

Deposit

Clay Bank within Ditch [112]

Tr. 3

112

122

124

Fill

Primary Fill of Terminus [108]

Tr. 2

108

121

Table X: Context numbers issued during the evaluation
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APPENDIX 2: QUANTIFICATION OF FINDS
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APPENDIX 3: FIGURES
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